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1. Personal Statement
· What are your reasons for pursuing an advanced degree in nursing? What are your goals and objectives? What do you want to accomplish with this degree? Why have you chosen Simmons to obtain the foundation to become a Family Nurse Practitioner? 
· Please write an essay that is no longer than two pages, single or double spaced.


It was a cold winter morning in Northern Vermont as the sun came up on the small farm I lived on.  As a four year old girl, I thought this morning was going to be just like any other, consisting of caring for the animals and keeping the wood stove stoked, which was the only source of heat in the old farmhouse.   
	As I got out of bed and got dressed I overheard my parents saying that all the cows had unexpectedly died.  Later that afternoon a local Veterinarian came to the barn to perform necropsies on some of the cows.  I remember arguing and holding steadfast on my decision to be in the barn and watch the procedure.  That decision forever changed and shaped my life.   I knew at that early age that I wanted to do medicine!  I choose the path of Veterinary medicine since I had such an appreciation for all the animals I was responsible for.  
	Over the many years that pursued, I experienced several aspects of veterinary medicine.  I attended and graduated from the University of Vermont with a bachelor’s degree in animal science.  I began my career in a busy small animal/wildlife practice in Baltimore Maryland.  I then moved back to New England to continue exploring my chosen field.  While in New Hampshire and Massachusetts, I acquainted myself with many aspects of Veterinary medicine such as general practice, emergency, internal medicine, ICU, oncology, neurology, laboratory, radiology, surgery, and Zoo medicine.  I studied for and passed the Veterinary Technician National Exam.  My mind was and still is like a sponge as it tries to absorb as much information available.  
	Encompassing the last 21 years, I have grown exponentially both as a person and professional.  I have learned to navigate difficult situations, raise two challenging boys alone while working full time, to overcome quagmires, poverty, and hardships.  I have learned patience, persistence, perseverance, tact, compassion, sympathy, love and above all else empathy.  All while never losing the love and enjoyment I receive from medicine.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Over the many years I have spent in Veterinary medicine there are a couple common threads that have never changed.  These fibers are my love of learning and medicine.  Although I still enjoy working with a variety of “furry” patients, over the years I have grown to value the interaction I have with the people who bring their pets in to be seen by the Veterinarian as well as the comradery with the Veterinarians I have worked with.  I began to notice that I was spending more time talking to the people, discussing their pet’s condition, comforting them during difficult decisions, educating them about medications, or requested diagnostic tests, as well as diagnosis.  I became cognizant that the Doctors were coming to me for recommendations of care and to discuss cases, treatment options, diagnosis, and outcomes with me.  I had an epiphany that a combination of human nursing rooted in compassion and bonded to medicine is where I am destined to be.  That combination would afford me the opportunity to succor those who come to me and fulfill my craving for a higher level of responsibility and accountability.  Once I realized my genuine calling, I began to research paths to achieve it.  
	My goals and objectives are to attain an advanced degree as a family nurse practitioner then to implement what I have learned to aid the greater community where I live and work.  With a MSN-FNP advanced degree from Simmons University I will be able to assist people with their welfare by combining compassionate nursing and competent medicine.  
	  My maternal family has resided in the Boston area for many decades.  Growing up in the area I am familiar with the reputation Simmons has for producing exceptional nurses.  That reputation coupled with the alliance Simmons has with several hospitals has led me to choose Simmons to obtain my MSN-FNP degree.  
	Thank you very much for your time and consideration.  I look forward to hearing from you and to hopefully collaborate together on my attendance at Simmons.  
Regards,
Tiana Collins.
